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“Giving Thanks” : A Case Study in Search of the
Meaning of Baseball in a Female’s Perspective
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Abstract

This case study was to search for the meaning of baseball from a female point of view.
The case was the wife of a professional baseball coach in Taiwan. Over four months, the data
of the study were collected through in-depth interviews, observation notes, and related
materials including the related documents and records. By conducting narrative analysis, three
themes were emerged in the data : success, appreciation, and passing-on. With the devotion of
taking care of her dying cancerous husband and the love for the baseball, the participant
dedicated all her love to the baseball players and the younger generations. In return, she
received the compassion from our society. This was what she meant for success. While she
appreciated the support from the public, she hoped this public support extended to the baseball
players in helping them return to the sport they loved. By giving her thanks, she also hoped to
build a Baseball Memorial Hall to pass on the legacy and baseball history, the meaning and
goal of baseball sport.

Key words : baseball, case study, female perspective
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