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Preliminary Study on the Relative Factors of the Indigenous
Children’s Mathematical Learning in Taitung County:
Based on the First Grade Teacher’s Perception
Li Tsung-Wen Kuo”, Pei-Fang R. Wu™

Abstract

This research was to investigate the teachers’ experiences and perception on how
the indigenous children learned mathematics. The data were collected through the
interviews of the classroom teachers. During the two-year research timeline, each
teacher participant had been interviewed for three to four times. There were several
perspectives discussed in this research which included the personal factors, the family
factors, the teacher’s factors, and the school factors. The main findings of this
research were as the followings. Firstly, under the assumption of the family support
system, the factors influencing the children’s math learning achievements included
whether the parents thought highly on the academic education or not, whether the
parents were able to help with their homework, and to what degree the parental
involvement was connected with the children’s language development and learning
style. However, the factors would have different explanations under different social
system on the children’s learning. Secondly, due to the resources limit from the
government, the school’s supply usually fell short of the children’s demands. Thirdly,
children’s developments on physical, emotion, learning style and cognition could have
a great influence on children’s learning achievement. Finally, the teachers responded
differently and individually while facing problems from the indigenous children. Most
of the teacher did not think it was unnecessary to take into account of the indigenous
culture during the problem-solving process. All teachers believed hand-on
manipulative mathematic activities would help the indigenous children in learning;

however, due to the time constrain, it was not often used in the mathematic teaching.

Key words: indigene, mathematics, teacher perceptions
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