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Impact of Post-GSAT Admission
Pathways on Vocational and
Technological Colleges

Yu-Ling Huang

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the impact of the University Multiple Entrance
Program following the General Scholastic Ability Test (GSAT) on the enrollment of
vocational and technological colleges in Taiwan, particularly focusing on the trend
of vocational high school students applying to general universities using their GSAT
scores and its impact on vocational and technological colleges. The study also offers
recommendations for the Ministry of Education, the Vocational and Technological
College Entrance Exam Center, vocational and technological colleges, and the Joint
Admissions Committee. The literature review highlights that, since the implementation
of the University Multiple Entrance Program, the admission pathways of vocational
and technological colleges have faced challenges under neoliberal policies, such as
inequality in educational opportunities, marginalization due to resource competition,
and increasing enrollment difficulties. Through document analysis and comparative
research methods, this study systematically examined the regulations of the two major
admissions committees regarding admission criteria, score calculation, and quota
allocation after the GSAT and the vocational entrance exam, while also comparing the
differences in admission opportunities between vocational high school and general
high school students. The results reveal that vocational and technological colleges are

at a disadvantage in attracting students due to the design of their admissions systems,
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which has accelerated their decline in scale. Based on these findings, this study makes
four recommendations: 1. allowing high school graduates to take the unified entrance
exam for vocational and technological colleges; 2. reassessing the restrictions on
admission criteria for vocational and technological colleges; 3. recommending that the
Ministry of Education implement university admission autonomy, enabling students to
select programs based on their abilities and interests; and 4. promoting the recognition,
importance and value of vocational and technological education among parents and

students.

Keywords: University Multiple Entrance Program, vocational and technological
colleges, educational opportunities, neoliberalism, post-GSAT admission
pathways
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