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Guo Zhanao in Peony Society Event and the Folklore
Ming- kun Tsai*, Shu- hui Wang**

Abstract

Peony society events occurred in the 13th year of Tongzhi period (1874).
Japanese forces invaded Taiwan. Guo Zhanao, as military officer, was in fang Laos at
that time. He is merely a petty official, and not so many documents found about his
contribution, so he is not placed in an important role. But, why he became a legend?

After researched on the official documentation, war records, dictations from later
generation and related folklore, the conclusions are as below:

1. The folklore wrongly recorded Guo Zhanao as commander of the southern area in
the 13th year of Tongzhi period. Actually the commander is Xun Qianzong.
2. Guo Zhanao was in the frontline battlefield. He played an important role in the

collection of enemy’s situation or movement.

3. Guo Zhanao was origin Meiho village in Neipu where the military officer is rare. In
Peony society event, he had lots of contact with Japanese and aborigines. His brave
acts and spirit of saving the nation were spread out by the later generation of that

arca.

Key words: Peony society event, Guo Zhanao, Legend
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