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Research on the emergent writing of the aboriginal children in the
kindergarten — An example of a five aboriginal girl

Kuan-Ling Lin' + Li-Ching Lin®

This research explores the emergent writing of a aboriginal children in the public
kindergarten.

A qualitative research approach is adopted and data collection methods include
observations, portfolio of children’s writing and interviews.

The findings of this research are as follows:
1. It is important that development of reading and writing.

2. The developmental of children’s mock writing is a very important discovery of this
research. It is important writing scaffolding for children’s emergent writing. The
first meaningful mock writing for children is usually writing their own names. This
study illustrates that there are two levels of mock writing: the primary level and the
conscious level. In my research, the primary level of mock writing identified mock
writing of word shapes. When children realize the functions and meanings of the
words they are mock writing, they have evolved into the conscious level of mock
writing.

3. The writing contexts and activities are constructed within the kindergarten
curriculum, which include: the morning sign-in, writing experiences in the thematic
activities, specific writing assignments, spontaneous writing during center time and
real life events. Especially the writing related to real life events enriches the writing
activities of the aboriginal children.

4. The establishment of writing rules from the writing contexts and teacher and
parents’ expectation.

Children’s emergent writing experiences are individualized. Based on the
findings of this study, the aboriginal children come form an environment with less
symbols and prints. But a aboriginal children is a active learner.

Keyword: aborigines, young children, emergent writing, mock writing
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