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Young Children’s Play Behaviors in Traditional Housekeeping
and
Thematic Dramatic Play Centers

Ching-Yun Hsu' ~ Pei-Shan Liao®

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore young children’s play behaviors in traditional
housekeeping and thematic dramatic play centers. Two types of play observational scales were
adopted to observe play behaviors of 3- to 6-year old children in three early childhood settings for
about 14 weeks within two semesters. One observation was taken for each class per week, and in this
observation, 5 children were observed individually. Seventy six cases of video were taken in
traditional housekeeping play centers, and forty nine cases in thematic dramatic play centers, and
then 745 observational records were obtained. The results showed that (1) Children engaged in more
dramatic plays among the cognitive play and more group play among the social play. That means
children engaged in social dramatic plays most in both traditional housekeeping and thematic
dramatic play centers. (2) Children engaged in more dramatic and group plays in the thematic
dramatic play center than in the traditional housekeeping play center. (3) The thematic dramatic play
center resulted in higher quality sociodramatic play in which children enacted more advanced level

of the props utilized, the role-play, interaction, and communication.

Key words: traditional housekeeping play center, thematic dramatic play center, play behaviors,

quality of play
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