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A Study of Paternal Involvement and Parent-Child

Interrelationship of New Immigrant Families

Huei-Ling Wang®  Chia-Shen Shen?
Abstract

This study aimed at understanding the present situation of paternal involvement,
parent-child interrelationship, and the differences among demographics of new
emigrants’ children in elementary school. In addition, the correlations between
paternal involvement and parent-child interrelationship were analyzed. Lastly, the
prediction of paternal involvement on parent-child interrelationship was analyzed.
Data were collected from 614 elementary school students using paper-and-pencil
questionnaires. Descriptive statistics, t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation,
and stepwise multiple regression were used in the analysis process. The results
revealed that: (1) The paternal involvement was in middle degree. There were
significant differences in parts of paternal involvement among educational degree,
working hours/days, children’s grade and numbers of children. (2) The parent-child
interaction was in middle degree. There were significant differences in parent-child
interaction among psychological interaction, physical interaction and language
interaction. (3) The correlation between paternal involvement and parent-child
interaction was significantly positive. The higher paternal involvement, the better
parent-child interaction was. (4) Parent-child interaction can be effectively predicted
by paternal involvement. Based on these findings, several suggestions for
administrative offices of schools, parents and future research are offered.

Keywords: new immigrant families, paternal involvement, parent-child
interrelationship
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