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The Study on the Tragic Fate of the Historical Records by

Ssu Ma-Chien — Biographic Sketches of Feudal Lords on



Chou Dynasty
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Associate Professor, Meiho University

Abstract

Biographic Sketches of Feudal Lords in the Historical Records by Ssu Ma-Chien
had described two groups: one was the feudal lords of Chou Dynasty, the other was
the feudal lords or vassalages of West Han Dynasty. There were three special articles:
Biographic Sketch of Confucius. Biographic Sketch of Chen Sheng and Biographic
Sketch of the power group of emperors’ mother or wife. Ssu Ma-Chien had given
them the high ranking by their influences on the history.

The relation between Biographic Sketches of Emperors and Biographic Sketches
of Feudal Lords was close, they not only created each other but also contradicted each
other too on Chou Dynasty. During the Warring States (403-221 B.C.), the historical
stage was full of tragic events, the former 17 articles of Biographic Sketches of
Feudal Lords had expressed the change course of every Feudal Lords and their
relations, then closed by Biographic Sketch of Confuci, us. This article has inducted
the tragic spirits on the feudal lords of Chou Dynasty as the following : 1.To endure
the insults in order to accomplish the important mission 2.To reveal melancholy and
cryout 3.Martyrdom 4. Catharsis of tragic Consciousness . From those tragic
spirits , we can find that the tragic consciousness of Ssu Ma-Chien not only stayed in
the level of sad feelings but also changed the tragic consciousness into the strength of
seeking ideas .

Biographic Sketches of Feudal Lords express the conflicts between emperors and
their subordinate official or relatives. Ssu Ma-Chien analyzed the development of
history, and felt indignant at the justice which expressed the characters of tragic hero.
Biographic Sketches of Feudal Lords also expressed the deep tragic consciousness
under the writing of Ssu Ma-Chien.

(Keywords : Biographic Sketches of Feudal Lords , Conflicts , Tragic Fate ,
Martyrdom , Catharsis )



