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A Study of the Relationship between Gender and English
Learning Motivation—A Case Study of Elementary School
Students in Pingtung County
Li, Chiung-Li*, Lin, Mei-Miao™*, Lin, Yi-Chian™***

Abstract

After English education in elementary school began in 2001, many researchers
focused on that field. The authors have taught English for many years and they
hope to contribute themselves to English Education in Taiwan by some related
researches. Learning motivation plays an essential part in the process of learning. No
learning motivation, no learning efficiency. People always think that female students
have stronger motivation than male ones in English learning. It is worth studying to
find out whether it is true or not. The authors selected the six-graders in Pingtung
County as subjects and used the English Learning Motivation Scale designed by Li
et al. (2006) as the research instrument. The findings showed that female six-graders
had stronger English learning motivation than male ones. But from the different
domains of learning motivation, there were some differences between female
six-graders and male ones. The results showed that female six-graders had
stronger English learning motivation than male ones in “Expectation and Value” ,

“Instrumental motivation” , “Interest in other culture” ; however, male
six-graders had stronger English learning motivation than female ones in
“Supereminence” , “Passive Attitude” . And in “Self-efficiency” motivation,
there was no significant difference between female six-graders and male ones.
According to the results, the authors offered parents and teachers some suggestions

to help their children or students develop stronger English learning motivation.

Keywords: gender, English learning motivation

* Associate professor, Department of Applied Foreign Languages, Mei-Ho Institute of Technology
X Lecturer, Department of Applied Foreign Languages, Mei-Ho Institute of Technology
oAk Lecturer, Department of Applied Foreign Languages, Mei-Ho Institute of Technology
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