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Abstract

Over the past century, churches around the world have been
developed with great diversity, and were gradually divided into two
general categories: “traditional church” and “charismatic church”.
The so-called “traditional church” refers to the mainline Protestant
denominations which had emerged from the Reformation, and
traditionally have adhered to the central doctrines and principles of
the Reformation; such as, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Methodists, and
Anglicans. All these churches have each inherited its own traditions
for several hundred years. As for the “charismatic church”, it originally
referred to the Pentecostals, especially the Assemblies of God, but it
now generally refers to those churches that are pursuing the filling

with the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues, healing, and prophecy, etc.

Both the traditional church and the charismatic church have
manifested special and obscure phenomena. On the one hand, the
traditional church was impacted by the charismatic movement;
as a result, some of them became inclined to the charismatic, and
transformed themselves into the “charismatic church within the
traditional church”. On the other hand, the charismatic church has
continually deviated from each other; new elements have been added
to the movement. Furthermore, they each claimed to possess God’s
revelation, leading to separation and the formation of different entities.

Ironically, the Assemblies of God is now seen to be the “traditional
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church within the charismatic church”.

The major distinctions between the two camps are focused on
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, and the church’s phenomena that are
derived from such doctrine. Due to the above mentioned phenomena,
in this thesis, I would like to trace the church historical trajectory to
probe the relationship between the development of the church and the
persistence of the doctrine. I hope to find a solution to such chaos, in
order to get the church back on the right path. I humbly hope that one
day there may no longer be any major differences or disputes between
the traditional church and the charismatic church, but that all will

become the “True Church” in God’s eyes.
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