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A Survey Study of Elementary School Students’
Images of Scientists: An Example of Elementary

School Students in Pingtung County

Wen-Tung Hung*, Chun-Wei Huang**

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the elementary school students’
images of scientists. We developed instrument “Questionnaire of Elementary School
Students’ Images of Scientists” and picked up 218 the fifth graders as the purposive
sampling in Pingtung County. According to these students’ responses to the
questionnaire, we first drew up the “interview guide” and then interviewed twelve
students. Finally, we analyzed and discussed these data so as to investigate the
students’ images of scientists.

The major findings were as follows: (1) A significant difference existed between
the genders of scientists that the students drew. (2) Students still kept some traditional
images of scientists. The images included that “scientists usually wear experiment
suits and glasses” and also included that ”scientists are male”. (3) Students knew that
scientists can do many things such as discovering new phenomena, inventing new
products, and observing natural phenomena, experiment and study etc. (4) Students
tended to express their wills of scientists from two aspects; one is from their
knowledge of science work and the other is from their personal interest and wish.

Based on these findings, we suggested that the history of science and the story of
scientists can be involved in the science and technology curriculum, so as to increase
students’ positive images of scientists and interest of science learning.

Keywords: elementary school student, image of scientist, science and technology
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