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Abstract

Democracy and economic interest are two primary values of American ideology.
Each respectively represents the principal goal of Hamiltonism and Wilsonism, two of the
four major ideological factions in America’s foreign policy. In the early 1990s when the
Cold War just ended, most Americans believed that all of liberalism’s ideological rivals
had already failed, and that it was the best time for the US to promote democracy around
the world. Meanwhile, the US had suffered a serious economic depression and it needed
to expand the territory of liberal market in the international community. Under such
circumstances, Hamiltonism and Wilsonism began to predominate in America’s foreign
policy-making. In line with this tendency, President Clinton’s foreign policy thus aimed to
promote democracy and to pursue economic interest. As economy was the critical factor
that caused Clinton’s victory in the 1992 presidential election, it became the top priority of
his foreign policy.

In the meanwhile, China had already demonstrated its surprising economic strength
and inviting prospect in economy, the Clinton administration’s foreign policy towards East
Asia thus gave priority to engaging China. In contrast with China, Taiwan’s economic
strength was getting weaker, the Clinton administration, therefore, adopted a pro-China
policy toward the Taiwan Strait and it began to deny Taiwan’s statehood.

Nevertheless, democracy has always been America’s super value since it was
founded. Even the pro-China Clinton administration could not merely sit by and
watch Communist China to invade democratic Taiwan. In order to protect America’s
national interest, once Taiwan’s security or democracy was threatened by China, the
Clinton administration, under the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act, was obliged to intervene.
Accordingly, it is expected that consolidating and deepening democracy would be the best

weapon for Taiwan to protect its security in the foreseeable future.

Key words: the Clinton administration, democracy, economy, policy toward the Taiwan

Strait, ideological analysis



