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An Analysis of Kaoyu Nien-sun Wang and Yin-chi Wang’s

Research Methods

*

YANG CHIN-FU

Abstract

When the Ch’ing dynasty evidential research movement was rising in the
Ch’ien-lung and Chia-ch’ing period, only the Yangchou School could compete with
the two leading schools, the Wu and the Wan, in this field. Scholars of the Yangchou
School paid equal attention to both traditional and contemporary research methods. In
line with induction, they often searched enormous amount of ancient books and
documents for evidence to clarify obscure words and phrases. In the Yangchou School,
Nien-sun Wang and his son, Yin-chi Wang, were two of the leading figures.

The two Wangs studied conscientiously and precisely. They did not take the
words literally or infer the meaning of any sentence without cautious examination;
instead, they laid great stress on evidence and searched for the origin of every word to
make all sentences logical and consistent with the context. When studying ancient
books, they adopted the comparative method to correct all mistakes. In addition, they
explained the meaning of disputable characters based on their sounds and analyzed
the application of homophones to make the ambiguous parts comprehensible. It was
these research methods that made the two Wangs different and outstanding.

To sum up, the Wang father and son combined the methods of induction,
integration and comparison to study Confucian classics. As a modern detective finds
out potential evidence from all traces to break a case, the two Wangs made every
effort to seek any possible clue from the context to correct all errors. Since the
research methods and spirits of other contemporary scholars were barely comparable
to those of the two Wangs’, it is safe to assume that conscientiousness and persistence
were the two Wangs’ merits on research and were also the best example to encourage

the later generation.

Key words: Wang Nian-sun, Wang Ghin-It, to study the magazine, the meaning of the

Confucian classics state hear, the doing scholarly research method
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